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The estimated annual output of the industry is $15 million, which includes wine sales, gift and other non- 
wine sales, special events and restaurant sales.  Estimations of the ripple effect of this value on Ohio's  
economy indicate a $24.25 million impact on Ohio's sales, $31.17 million to its gross state product and $35.47 
million to Northeast Ohioans' income.  It is clear that the wine and grape industry in Northeast Ohio makes a 
direct and significant contribution to our regional economy and drives other economic development. 
  
  

Results of the Lake County Nursery Industry Survey, December 2009  
(Lake SWCD, OSUE) 

The Nursery Industry comprises the largest portion of the agricultural economy of Lake County.  In January 
2009, a survey was mailed to 89 Lake County Nurseries. Respondents were asked to report average sales in 
the previous five years and expense data for 2007 to avoid the extremes that occurred in the 2008 economy.  
  
The total Lake County Nursery Industry employment is estimated at 1,327 jobs, a payroll of over $30  
million and total annual estimated sales of $87.5 million. The average firm has sales of $605,000 of container 
grown crops and $488,000 of field grown crops.  The typical firm has been in business almost 35 years, is 
headed by an owner over 50 years of age, and employs about 2 family members, 11 permanent full time  
employees and about 23 seasonal employees.   
  
The industry has an estimated sales of $29.8 million within the state of Ohio, supporting an estimated 465 
additional jobs in Ohio, 100 of them in the related Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting sector. This 
reflects strong ties to nursery-related spending.  Other sectors closely impacted by nursery-related spending 
in Ohio are Retail Trade (69 estimated positions) and Health and Social Services (60 estimated  
positions).  These positions create wealth in Ohio and generate additional spending throughout the state.  
Sales of Lake County Nursery Industry products in Ohio support the additional sales of goods and services 
in the state valued at an estimated $161.9 million.   
  

  
Economic Impact Analysis of the Crop and Livestock Industries in Lake County, Ohio  

for the Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District, February 2013  (Lake SWCD, OSUE) 
A survey was mailed to traditional crop and livestock producers in Lake County in 2012.  Over 60 surveys 
were sent, but a limited response and sample size made it difficult to measure the economic impact with 
survey data alone.  IMPLAN, an economic input-output software system was used to measure the total 
impacts of the producers.  The crop industry was measured with 65 full-time jobs, an annual payroll of $4.1 
million and a total output of $7,328,698.  The livestock industry had 35 full-time jobs, an annual payroll of $1 
million, and total output of $4,013,569.   

  



Economic Impact Analysis of the Crop, Livestock, Viticulture, and Horticulture 
Industries in Lake County, Ohio for the Lake County Soil and Water Conservation 

District, August 2013 (Lake SWCD, OSUE) 

To follow-up on the earlier industry surveys, the IMPLAN model (an economic input-output 
software system) was run for the combined agricultural industries in the Lake County.   The 
table below shows the total estimated economic contribution of the crop and animal livestock, 
viticulture and horticulture industries in Lake County.   When the IMPLAN model is run on 
one particular industry and then run on the combined agricultural industries, the data are not 
directly comparable.   Variables within the model react differently to one another causing 
differing results.  For information about the contributions of a specific industry, the study for 
that industry should be consulted.  For information about the effects of the agricultural industry 
in Lake County as a whole, consult the combined study. 
  
             Combined Agricultural Industries’ Economic Impact (IMPLAN )     

Activity Total Output Employment Labor Income Total Value 
Added 

Crop Industry $3,318,767 31 $1,449,401 $1,743,463 

Animal 
Livestock 

$3,990,781 36 $714,862 $1,415,174 

Viticulture $7,956,401 214 $3,039,901 $3,399,509 

Horticulture $136,135,196 1,150 $93,361,999 $88,710,848 

Total $151,401,145 1,431 $98,566,163 $95,268,994 

 
Conclusion 

These economic impact studies show that the agricultural industry in Lake County is significant 
and brings millions of dollars to our local and regional economy.  Lake County residents, 
officials and communities need to consider the value of agriculture as they plan for growth, 
giving agriculture its place at the table of community and economic development discourse. 
  

The full version of each economic impact study may be accessed on the Lake County Soil and 
Water Conservation District website at lakecountyohio.gov/soil. 
  
       

 
 


